SOLEMN NOVENA TO SAINT JUDE

October 20th to 28th 2012

ROSARY – CONFESSIONS – EUCHARIST
AM I A WITNESS TO MY FAITH?

Dear friends of Saint Jude,

Dear pilgrims of the heart,

For a baptized, bearing witness to our faith is a responsibility that comes with Baptism. But this task often appears to be a heavy burden to carry. But it can also be a source of unspeakable joy. 

   Sometimes the testimony requires words; sometimes it requires silence; sometimes it requires the firm resolution to not abandon questions of principal; sometimes it requires a great personal sacrifice. 

   The Church of Christ always gains in credibility by the testimony of her children. We carry this burden but the Lord supports us in our struggle. 

   When we least expect it, He gives us His strength, He puts words in our mouth, He gives us the inner wisdom to know how and when to act. He will never let us down when we offer ourselves with all our heart to be His witnesses. He promised it!

   And He needs us! Now, more than ever!

Jacques Lauzier, o.p. (dominicain)

First Day: Saturday October 20th 2:30PM, Fr Jacques Sylvestre, o.p.
«No one lights a lamp to cover it with a bowl or to put it under a bed. No, it is put on a lamp-stand so that people may see the light when they come in.» Lk 8:16.

Jesus, I have often kept secret that I was a Christian, by fear, by laziness or by negligence; give me your Spirit so that I may show my faith in You all around me. Amen.

Second day: Sunday October 21st 4:00PM, Fr Ovila Bélanger, o.p.
«He then opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 'So it is written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.»  LK 24:45-48

Lord, You have opened the minds of your disciples so that they could understand the Scriptures. Open my mind and my intelligence so that, I too, can bear witness  like your disciples. Amen.

Third day: Monday October 22nd 2:30 PM, Fr Benoit Lacroix, o.p.
«And he said to them, 'Go out to the whole world; proclaim the gospel to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned.» Mk 16:15-16

Jesus, You sent your disciples all over the World to bear witness. Let me be sent by You to bring the Good News around me. Amen.

Fourth day: Tuesday October 23rd 2:30PM, Fr Marcel Dumont, o.p.
«And he said to them again, 'Peace be with you. 'As the Father sent me, so am I sending you. 'After saying this he breathed on them and said: Receive the Holy Spirit.» Jn 20: 21-22

Lord, You have sent your Apostles after giving them the Spirit. Send your Spirit upon me so that I may also go bear witness to Your Love. Amen.
Fifth day: Wednesday October 24th 2:30PM, Fr Ovila Bélanger, o.p.
«But you will receive the power of the Holy Spirit which will come on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judea and Samaria, and indeed to earth's remotest end.» Acts 1:8

You see, Lord, that without your Spirit nothing is possible. Without Him, we are lost, fearful… and often cowards. May he come to renew our faith and our strength. Amen.

Sixth day: Thursday October 25th 2:30PM, Fr Rodrigue Guilmette, o.p.
«You are light for the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in the house.In the same way your light must shine in people's sight, so that, seeing your good works, they may give praise to your Father in heaven.» 

Mt 5 :14-16

Lord, I am often silent when it comes to You. I do not dare proclaim my faith in You around me. I am afraid to «shine» like you ask me.  Give me Your Strength so that I may dare proclaim the wonders 

I have received from You. Amen.

Seventh day: Friday October 26th 2:30PM, Fr Marcel Dumont, o.p.
«Jesus was talking to His disciples about His coming : (…)You will be hated universally on account of my name ,but not a hair of your head will be lost.  Your perseverance will win you your lives.»

Lk 21 : 17-19

I have to say, Lord, I am not hated much because of You around me. They don’t even know that I love You. Lord, come compensate to my lack of courage. Amen.

Eighth day: Saturday October 27th 2:30PM, Fr Ovila Bélanger,o.p.
«The Lord helped them, and a great number believed and were converted to the Lord.» Acts 11:21

Lord, You see that it is You who does everything . May Your hand come to assist my effort so that I may in turn bear fruit… in abundance. Amen.

Ninth day: Sunday October 28th 2:30PM, Fr Marcel Dumont, o.p.
«Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. And look, I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.» 

Mt 28 :19-20

I now know that You will be with me to the  end because You promised. I can therefore count on Your help to bear witness to Your Love for me and for my brothers and sisters. Amen.

PRAYERS TO RECITE ALL THE DAYS OF THE NOVENA

PRAYER TO ASK FOR COURAGE IN BEARING WITNESS

Lord Jesus, faith in You and Your Church is a wealth like no other. I cannot hide this treasure. I know that I have to give this gift to others. Lord, give me the courage to bear witness of the truth of the Gospel. 

May my efforts, to clearly show that I’m your disciple, touch many and that by my testimony the Church finds herself strengthened and that more and more men and women be attracted to you. Amen.

PRAYER TO SAINT JUDE

O glorious Apostle Saint Jude, faithful servant and cousin of Jesus, the Church invoques you as Patron of hopeless cases. We humbly beseech you to eagerly greet those who, in their distress, put their trust in you.

Come to the help of those who invoke you. Answer their prayers. Grant them, along with eternal life, the favour they beg from your powerful intercession… In return ,we promise to forever remember  your favours  and to make you known as the Patron of hopeless cases. Amen

Saint Jude, pray God for us.  (3 times)

